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Digital mapping and governance in Cameroon 
 Okola, Ndop and Pitoa districts, Cameroon 

Case Study: how the project provided an opportunity for Bilounga to seek solutions to her 

community’s problems 

The project is summarised here by 15 year old Bilounga from Mva’a, who told us the following: 

“The major problem faced in the community is that o f the access to potable water. In a community of more than 
1,000 community members, there is only one well  which is private. We are forced to fetch water from springs or 
scramble to carry water from the well which is not easy. The fact that so many people carry water from the well has made 
the water dirty also. 

In our area, 32 youths were trained on digital mapping and the u se of the GPS  and we did practical exercises 
through data collection in the communities. 10 municipal councillors were trained on digital ma pping and good 
governance.  36 youths were trained on good governance and advoc acy . An interface meeting was organized 
between the youths and the municipal councillors where we had the opportunity to present the situation of WASH in 
their communities using the scorecard . We worked with the municipal councillors to develop an action plan  where 
issues raised were to be addressed. Community members were sensitized by youths on the appropriate use and 
management of WASH structures. 

A consultant on digital mapping and the project point person were in charge of these trainings organized at the Okola city 
hall. 36 youths of Mva’a and Ntuissong have received these trainings and also taken the responsibility of sensitizing their 
mates back in their various communities. 

Practice was the best part of the trainings because we had the chance to test our knowledge after the training. After the 
training on digital mapping, we went ahead to colle ct data on WASH in our council. Also we did advocac y with 
the municipal councillors where we presented the si tuation of WASH in our communities and urged them a nd 
other local authorities to take action, being part of the advocacy was gratifying for me . 

The project has been very helpful because not only we are more conscious of the problem but w e have been able to 
talk about it to decision makers and in the process , we were given some local ways of protecting our s treams 
and making them safe  which we have started implementing. 

The different meetings organized between youths of different communities have equally been important as we get to 
know the problems faced by other youths and what solutions they have to their problems. With this knowledge, we have 
equally had the opportunity to share with our families in our community. 

One of the things we learnt was that change must begin with us, we should do our part before asking authorities to 
do theirs . This is why our village stream has been cleaned up in such a way that the part for drinking has been separated 
from where clothes are washed and we usually pour bleach to purify the water. It is a good start thanks to the project. 

As an individual, the project has been a blessing.  We came in contact with new notions (advocacy, scorecard and 
good governance). We have been living in our community with the problem of WASH, not only water but the fact that 
some community members do not have toilets and defecate behind their houses. We usually feel sorry for ourselves 
and sometimes laugh about it but it has never occur red to us that we could take an action as youths. T he project 
has given us that platform, to express ourselves an d seek solutions to our problems. 

The knowledge is there, I hope to use this knowledge to advocate for other problems girls are facing in our community, 
early pregnancy and school drop outs.  

I hope the decision makers will distribute resources in an even manner to enable every community to profit. Constructing 
a well is not enough; the number of wells should equally be proportionate to the number of persons living in the 
community. 

Our encounter with authorities has boosted us, now we know we are active actors of development. 

0n behalf of the children in Cameroon, thank you very much  
to the Indigo Trust for your support.  


